
MEWS Will Be Flushing Hydrants 
Until The End of August 

The City of Mayfield’s water system is a network of pipes and storage reservoirs where wa-
ter can become “stagnant” if not used frequently or where sediments or silts may accumulate 
over time. Unless we flush annually, these materials can cause poor water quality like: taste 
and odor problems or discoloration.  
 
MEWS flushes hydrants each year to ensure water quality and to abide by state require-
ments. Sometimes after flushing, the water may become discolored due to the residuals/silts 
being worked up. The water is safe to drink as it has not been exposed to anything outside 
of the system, but we would recommend letting your lines run clear before drinking or cook-
ing with it. We would also recommend you flush your lines before washing any clothing be-
cause it could discolor it.  
 
The main customer impact of hydrant flushing is discolored water. Here’s what you should 
do if hydrant flushing is taking place in your neighborhood: 
 
• If possible avoid using water while the hydrant flushing is taking place. By not using water 
from the tap (cold or hot) or running appliances that use water (dishwashers and washing 
machines), you can prevent discolored water from entering your household plumbing system 
altogether. 
 
• If you encounter discolored water following hydrant flushing, run the cold water taps only. 
Do not use hot water taps throughout your home at bathroom sinks, tubs, kitchen faucets 
etc. for 5 to 15 minutes or until water clears. This allows discolored water to work its way out 
of your household plumbing system. By not using your hot water taps, this should prevent 
discolored water from entering your hot water system. If you do experience discolored water 
on your hot side, flush in the same manner as the cold system.  
 
• Don’t do laundry while or shortly after flushing is taking place. The discolored water can 
sometimes stain fabrics. Wait until water runs clear at your taps before using your washing 
machine, and wash a load of dark clothes first. 
 
• If laundry appears to be stained, keep articles wet. Do Not Dry. Rewash load using a stain/
rust remover (such as a product called “Rust Out”). Do Not Use Bleach on stained laundry 
as bleach may “set” the stain. 
 
 If, after flushing your water pressure or volume seems low, clean faucet screens to re-

move silt and mineral sediment that could be obstructing water flow. 
 
MEWS will keep our facebook page and twitter feed @MEWSPublic updated with areas that 
flushing may occur. Most flushing hydrants between 5:00 AM and 7:00 AM Monday through 
Friday.  
 
For more information, or if you experience water quality problems lasting more then four 
hours following hydrant flushing, please contact MEWS at 270-247-4661. 


